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Thus Christ appears to us Christians as a true model.
But we cannot share the joy of the Resurrection without
knowing the pain of crucifixion. When He invites us to
follow Him, Christ tells us to take up our cross (Mark
« Let us venerate the holy Resurrection of Christ; 8:34). And, on the eve of His Passion, when He prayed in
for behold, through the Cross joy has come into the Gethsemane: «Thy will be done, not Mine» (Luke 22: 42),
world... » He gives us «an example and model for the relinquishing
of our own will and the fulfillment of the will of God» as
Dear Fathers, Brothers and Sisters, beloved in Christ
St. Maximus the Confessor says. Thus, Christianity does
Christ is risen!
not seek to adopt a doleful attitude, nor to justify suffering in the world, but reminds us that it is «through the
Once again, the Lord has made us worthy to celebrate His Cross that joy has come into the world.»
Passover, the Feast of feasts, the Solemnity of solemnities, the Foundation of our faith because, as the Apostle Living in a world that goes through so many crises, whePaul noted correctly, «if Christ is not risen, our faith is in ther political, economic, ecological, moral or spiritual, a
vain» (1 Corinthians 15:14). This Feast truly fills us with world that suffers from poverty, pollution, antagonism,
joy. It calms our anxiety; it soothes our pain; it dispels violence or war, we are not indifferent to the joy and
our sorrows.
the light of the Resurrection as long as we agree to take
up our cross. To take up our cross means giving up self,
However, the joy that flows from the empty tomb today desires, fantasies, passions, ideologies, our own will. It is
is inseparable from the Cross of Golgotha. That is why the to accept obedience to God, to His commandments, to
Christian cannot access this spiritual joy if he refuses to His Church. It is to reject arrogance, vanity and pride, to
carry his cross. The Christian life is truly a cruciform-re- adopt humility, patience, detachment and sacrificial love
surrectional life which begins with our Baptism, by which for all, without which no Christian life is possible.
we participated personally in the death and resurrection
of Christ, as the Apostle Paul reminds us: «As many of At this radiant Feast of the Resurrection, I give you, dear
us as were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into Fathers, Brothers and Sisters beloved in Christ, the Paschal
His death ... Therefore we were buried with Him through kiss, and ask the Risen Lord to give us the strength, courage
baptism into death, that just as Christ was raised from and patience to bear the cross of our Christian life daily,
the dead […] even so we also should walk in newness of and that through it, we may be filled with spiritual joy
life.» (Romans 6:3-4). And St. Cyril of Jerusalem reminds to find ourselves among the disciples of Christ and say:
us that «Christ was truly crucified, truly buried, and truly
He is risen, and all this grace is given to us, so that partici- The Lord is truly risen! (Luke 24:34)
pating in his sufferings, by imitating them, we may truly
gain salvation» (Mystagogic Catecheses II, 5). If we take
our Baptism seriously, our person is profoundly trans- + Job, Archbishop of Telmessos, Exarch of the Ecumenical Patriarch
formed since Baptism, reproducing in us the death and
Paris, Cathedral of Saint Alexander of the Neva
resurrection of Christ, uniting us with Him, «the common
April 20, 2014.
Person of humanity», renewed true humanity within us.
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According to a long
established tradition,
the Paschal Vespers
in Sainte-Genevièvedes-Bois are also the occasion
of a joyful manifestation, greatly to thank for the simple and warm welcome of Father Daniel and Matushka Isabelle Cabagnols.
This small Church of the Dormition of Mother of God, close to the cemetery, is the last Church that was dedicated by Metropolitan Eulogius.
Decorated with fresco’s of Albert and Marguerite Benois, its bright white
shines on the green background, especially when the sun is shining too.
Literally huddled up in the cemetery of Sainte-Geneviève-des-Bois, it is
a common rallying point to all generations and all parishes.
Once a year, dozens of people gather there on Sunday afternoon for the
Paschal Vespers: members of the congregation, regular and occasional
visitors. For many, the cemetery accommodates a family grave, and for
all, this place and its unique atmosphere are irreplaceable.
Under the mindful guidance of Father Daniel, the service is organised,
some members of the congregation are contributing to the service,
others to the choir, to sing the hymns of the Resurrection, led by Nicolas
Lopoukhine.

LILLE — PASTORAL

RANCE )

Soon, a procession is forming under the guidance of Basile Starynkévitch
to march through the cemetery.
Children carry icons and the crowd follows the clergy’s footsteps.
The procession stops at each of the four angles of the cemetery. The
Gospel is read, the priest sprinkles the crowd with blessed water. This
year, the Bishop of Evry, His Eminence Michel Dubost and Father Guy
from his diocese, who came as neighbours, have taken part to the
ceremony.
The atmosphere is contemplative and relaxed, from time to time some
people scatter in the alleys to pay a visit to a grave, when others, sometimes as simple tourists, join the procession.
Once the tour of the cemetery done, before going back to the church,
the procession makes a last stop at the crypt. There, rest Metropolitan
Eulogius, the archbishops that succeeded him at the head of our archbishopric, and some of those, as the Benois, who have greatly contributed
to its growth. It is too small to host the whole procession and the youngest
are waiting for the priest to come back through the narrow stairs.
A final touch : the traditional picture on the steps of the Church. This
afternoon will remain in the memories of all, and the icons will find
back their place on their lectern till next year, when Father Daniel and
Matushka Isabelle, who devote themselves to this church all year long,
will welcome them again.

VISIT
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our Eminence, let me first express
in the name of our community and
myself, the deepest joy, filled with
spiritual emotion, it is to welcome
you today on your pastoral visit in our parish
of Saint Nicholas in Lille.
As our Archbishop, you are the Shepherd
who is in charge of guiding the Church to
the gates of Paradise. And we are your spiritual sheep, and you may rest assured, Your
Eminence, of our love, loyalty, and prayers.
A deep joy too, because two of our brothers
and friends wished to join us today. First of
all, our Dean, Father Guy (Fontaine), dean
of the French speaking parishes of Belgium
and North of France, that is, my parish in
Lille, and Father Aimilianos, rector of the
Greek parish of Saint Paul in Lille, so manifesting the profound unity of Orthodoxy
: indeed, our two parishes are linked by
true sacramental friendship, which is being

expressed all year round, in particular in the
orthodox presence locally, with the other
Christian Churches. (And by the way, I’d like
to mention that representatives of these
other Churches couldn’t be present today,
because of their own pastoral obligations).
Our small church is so full today, that we
had to leave the doors open, and as I sometimes say as a joke, angels of heaven
have come to celebrate with us and had to
squeeze in a bit to leave us all a bit of space
and they probably have done that with great
benevolence!
I am also convinced that my predecessors, who have created this parish of Saint
Nicholas, and who, year after year, have
ensured its sacramental and liturgical life,
and many of whom are now with our Lord
Christ, are also rejoicing in Heaven seeing
that what they have given their life for is still
going on today.

The joy also, to see how many have taken
care of making our church beautiful for your
visit, of preparing the room for the feast,
and the members of our choir who made
it a point of honour to make this Liturgy so
beautiful and praying.
And at last, joy, because this morning we
have witnessed the ordination as a lector
of one of our parishioners, Joan (François)
Bouin : even if this is a so called «minor»
order , it is nonetheless significant to us.
Significant, because it is life of the parish
itself, its sacramental and liturgical life,
that enabled the personal preparation to
this Church service, which could be the first
step towards one or several callings even
more oriented to the total self-giving to the
Church, and thus ensuring the continuity of
our parish.
Father Jean
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I T A L I E     –   I T A L I A   –   I T A LY   –   I T A L I E N
Autriche

Presently the deanery of Italy includes six parishes enjoying regular celebrations, a
small skete of nuns, nine priests and one deacon. The celebrations are held mainly
in Slavonic; however the Italian language is far from being marginal. Several
parishes have now decided, out of necessity, to celebrate in three languages:
Slavonic, Italian and Romanian-Moldavian. All the parishes, except in Busto,
follow the Julian calendar
The site of the deanery is: www.esarcato.it
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DEANERY  OF  ITALY

T

hroughout the 20th century, the
deanery of Italy was peripheral
inside the Exarchate, as one of
its less active regions. Up to
the ‘90s there was very few Orthodox
in Italy; small communities formed by
descendants of the Russian Diaspora
– nothing comparable to the number
of emigrants in France or the United
Kingdom – tended to disappear and
parish life dwindled. Although the
Exarchate’s churches in Italy, built in the
second half of the 19th and the beginning
of the 20th centuries, were among the
most remarkable ones – monumental
churches in Florence and San Remo,
or small historical chapels in Merano
and Rome – however the celebrations
necessary for their small communities
were carried out by one priest only – Fr
Ioann Jankin from Nice. He celebrated
Easter in Florence and Christmas in San
Remo.
For several years Fr Ioann Jankin also
celebrated in a very remote church, in
Bari. The Liturgy was not celebrated
more than once a month, and not on
all major holidays.
In Milan the Exarchate served the oldest
Orthodox church of the city. The small
community, also under the responsibility

Brescia : Parishe Notre-Dame-joie-des-affligés
father Vladimir Zelinsky
Busto Arsizio : Community Saint Jean Chrysostome
father Sergio Mainoldi (recteur), father Constantin Popa
Florence : Church of Nativity of Christ and Saint Nicholas
father Georges Blatinsky
Rome : Parishe Saint-Nicholas
father Alexis Baikov, deacon Vsevolod Borzakovsky
San Remo : Church of Christ Sauveur, Ste Catherine et St Séraphin
father Sergio Mainoldi (rector), father Denis Baïko
Vigevano : Community of the Protection de la Mère de Dieu
father Sergio Mainoldi, hieromonk Marco (Spallone)
Dean of Italy : archpriester Sergio Mainoldi

of Fr Ioann Jankin carried out celebrations
in rented premises; but it completely
disappeared in the 70’s, to the extent
that we have even lost track of the liturgical items and of the iconostasis.
After the fall of communism in Russia a
new climate developed, and the destiny
of the small communities was shaken
up. In the 2000s Rome’s parish passed
under the omophor of the Patriarchate
of Moscow. The parish of Merano as well,
from time to time served by priests of
the Exarchate, progressively turned to
the Patriarchate of Moscow.
During these years, as in the rest of
Western Europe, there arrived in Italy
a new wave of immigrants from Eastern
Europe; it completely transformed the
character of the Orthodox Diaspora. The
result was completely unexpected, as it
placed Orthodoxy at the second place
of religions in Italy, behind Catholicism.
In the meantime, a whole generation
of Italians who had chosen Orthodoxy,
had grown up in small still active communities: they were few and not very
noticeable, most of them self-taught,
usually ignorant of the eastern realities
of Orthodoxy, but highly motivated and
enthusiastic in discovering the liturgical,
theological and spiritual treasures of

Orthodoxy. For example the parish in
San Remo was created by lay people, the
spiritual children of Fr Ioann Jankin: they
maintained, restored and embellished
it throughout many years.
If compared to other Orthodox jurisdictions in Italy, the Exarchate’s pastoral
mission has not until now been very active.
Several Italians asked to become priests,
but were refused: it was not possible to
organize a proper spiritual and theological
education of a local clergy. Surely, the
lack of an educational structure had a
negative effect on the creation of an
Italian clergy in all jurisdictions: it was
easier to send people from countries
with operating Orthodox seminars and
academies.
The historical parishes of the Exarchate
in Italy were under the responsibility
of priests educated in France in the
Institute of Saint Serge. Of course, it
slowed down the missionary work, but
it also guaranteed a better qualification
and education of the clergy. For example, the parish in Roma was for years
served by Fr Nikola Cernokrak and Fr
Mikhail Ossorguine, who both came
from Paris. At the end of the ‘90s a new
priest, Fr Georgy Blatinsky, arrived in
Italy: he was a former mathematician
3

from Saint-Petersburg; after the fall of
atheism in Russia, he left to study in the
Institute of Saint-Serge. While in Paris,
he was ordained by Archbishop Serge
and sent to Italy as a resident priest in
the parish of Florence. The liturgical life
of the parish flourished, it even became
possible to restore the frescoes in both
lower and upper churches. Later the dissident theologian Vladimir Zelinsky was
also ordained a priest in Italy. With his
family he settled in Brescia to hold a post
of teacher in the local university. Here
Fr Vladimir founded a parish for which
the catholic diocese assigned in 2013 a
church in the historical centre.
In 2003 Archbishop Gabriel ordained Fr
Paolo Perletti, a young biology teacher, to
the diaconate. He became the first Italian
to become a member of the Exarchate’s
clergy. In 2007, Archbishop Gabriel ordained
the first Italian priest of the Exarchate – Fr
Sergio Mainoldi.
Fr Sergio Mainoldi is a researcher in history
of byzantine and medieval thought. He
was sîritually educated in the parish of
Saint Nicholas in Nice and started studies
in the theological institute of Saint Serge.
Fr Sergio lives near Milan and has taken
over the parish in San Remo. After the
death of Fr Ioann Jankin in 1996, the parish
was without any rector, and was visited
by several priests, most of the time by Fr.
Denis Guillaume, a member of the Greek
Metropolis of France. As in Florence, the
parish of San Remo resumed a more regular
life with liturgies celebrated once or twice
a month and on all major holidays, which
were missed during many years. Among
the significant events which marked the
life of this parish, it is worth mentioning the donation of bells by the State of
Montenegro (2009) and the celebration
of its 100th anniversary (2013).
In 2009 Archbishop Gabriel decided to
assign a second priest to the parish of San

Remo: Fr. Denis Baikov from Kostroma, a
former teacher in this city’s seminary. He
also was a student in the university for
foreigners in Perugia. He was ordained
in Paris and became the second priest in
San Remo, after he completed a mission
among the Russian-speaking communities
on the Adriatic coast.
In the meantime in 2008 Fr Sergio had
founded a new parish in Vigevano. It was
the very first Orthodox parish in this city
of the province of Pavia. The creation
of this new parish was a clear sign that
Archbishop Gabriel had a great interest
towards the mission in Italy, and the
feeling that the Exarchate had its own
role to play there. It became even more
evident with the creation of another new
community in Busto Arsizio (Milan) and
even more, in 2009, with the return of
the Roman parish (priests and faithful)
into the jurisdiction of the Exarchate.
The openness expressed by Archbishop
Gabriel, the new visibility of events thanks
to Internet, the activity of the parishes,
encouraged several priests into joining
the Exarchate, either to be canonically
incardinated or to be ordained there.
In 2012 a new community started in Naples
headed by Fr Ivan Kisthenko. The same
year a new Italian priest, hieromonk Mark,
was ordained, and was assigned to the
community of Vigevano to which are
now attached two minor communities
in Mortara and Abbiategrasso. In 2013
the student Costel Popa of the Roman
parish, was ordained a deacon and then a
priest, to serve the community of Busto
Arsizio. This community was granted a
beautiful church of the 17th century for
her celebrations. Fr Costel was the first
Romanian-speaking to enter the Exarchate’s
clergy, thus emphasizing the increasing
interest towards the Exarchate of Orthodox
of other than Russian traditions.
!"
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ORTHODOXY  IN  ITALY
FATHER  VLADIMIR  ZELINSKY

I

n the same way that the rise of communism in Russia and Eastern Europe
gave birth to Orthodoxy in the West,
the collapse of the ideological empire
brought about an Orthodox renaissance.
Parishes composed of the descendants
of early emigrants, accustomed to a relatively small and almost familial parish
atmosphere, were obliged to accommodate all the newcomers from the broken
empire, bearing the scars of their past,
and often marked with a Soviet mentality. They were very poorly educated
in the Christian faith and barely knew
the language of their adopted country.
In this context, the case of Italy is quite
particular. After the Russian Revolution,
Italy did not experience mass emigration
as did Serbia, France , Germany and the
United States .The old parishes in Rome,
Florence, Sanremo, Merano, in Bari, once
alive, over time became rather liturgical museums, circles of friends of lost
Holy Russia. In the best of cases, they
were visited once a month by a priest
from Nice, who almost never made it
all the way to Bari, whose community
was placed under the jurisdiction of
Churches Outside Borders. (In 2009, the
Italian government formally handed the
Cathedral of St. Nicola in Bari over to
the Moscow Patriarchate.) In recent
decades, however, the situation has
radically shifted. The older parishes
have grown dramatically, exploding
with new parishioners. In my city of
Brescia which is located in Northern Italy
(200 thousand inhabitants, excluding
the tens of thousands of immigrants,
legal or otherwise), there are at least
three Orthodox parishes and a large
Greek Catholic community. Aside from
the Waldenses who receive Baptists and
Pentecostals from Eastern Europe, there
are more and more small and independent
charismatic sects and Russian speaking
Jehovah’s Witnesses. And all these communities- not to mention the Catholic
churches - are concentrated in a space
of about 2-3 square kilometres.

economic, psychological, and at times
“very human” factors . When borders
were opened to the East, they became
less permeable to the West. However, this
closure was not equal for every country.
The main concern was not simply how
refugees from poor countries could enter
the West, but how to stay in the West
legally. Such opportunities were much
smaller in Northern Europe where the
concept of legality is enshrined in the
thinking and the code of conduct of the
population. In Italy, however, things were
different. As far as I know, French families
do not easily accept illegal immigrants
as housekeepers; in Italy, this is more
or less considered normal. In Europe,
we absolutely can not overcome the
barrier which separates the situation
of an illegal immigrant with an expired tourist visa from that of a worker
with a legal residence permit. In Italy,
however, one way or another after 2
to 3 years of litigation, it can become
possible (although this procedure is
difficult to understand). The poor of
Eastern Europe thus cling to Italy as to
a lifebelt .

What work do they expect to
find? Most emigrants from the East are
middle-aged women who are accepted
into family homes as domestic servants.
“Servant” in a very specific sense, usually
as a carer for the elderly. Italy has a large
elderly population, many of whom are
often helpless and infirm. Today’s Italian
family cannot do without this inpatient
care (badante in Italian), given mostly
by Ukrainian, Moldovan, Romanian and
Filipino servants. A woman thus leaves
her country and her husband (who has
likely lost his job and started drinking)
in order to support her children who
hope to go to University (post-secondary
studies are considerably expensive in
countries of the former Soviet Union),
or to support her parents who cannot
survive on their meagre pension. This
refugee often finds herself working 24
hours a day, all her time being spent at
Behind this influx of Christians the bedside of an often senile elderly
from Eastern Europe, in addition to woman, with only a half-day to herself
Providence, there are many social, per week. Such a life seems like hell.

Her precious half-day is often spent at
Church, because the Church is a vestige
of her homeland, heavenly and earthly
at once.
The so-called «clash of civilization» is inevitable (given differences in
language, culture, customs, food, etc),
but very often a real encounter in the
Christian sense takes place between
the two women; the elderly woman, a
Catholic who probably hasn’t been to
church for years, the other, an Orthodox
by birth, who takes her to Church and
prays with her. It has become common
for such women of Orthodox origin to
become true believers, being pushed
into prayer through their unbearable
living conditions. Many of my parishioners have crossed the threshold of the
church for the first time in their lives
at about 50 years of age. Almost every
Sunday someone comes and tells me
that they have never confessed. Taken
from the atheistic world of their childhood and plunged into the storms of
wild capitalism of the 90s, they did not
have time for Church. How grateful they
are to finally discover the love of Christ
in their lives.
From a sociological point of view,
the majority of Ukrainian believers in
Italy come from the western regions .
They are the most faithful churchgoers.
I found this to be of particular interest,
and attempted to analyze the situation. I
learned that the majority of them, born
into believing families, are from areas
associated with the Soviet Union in 1939
(following the Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact).
That is to say, the population of these
zones did not undergo the lethal and
total persecution of the 1920s and 30s,
which aimed to crush all expressions
of faith on its territory. These people
were able to safeguard their traditional
peasant religiosity, which was virtually
eradicated in the USSR before the war.
It was the same, in my view, of religious
practice among Romanians, who compose
a large part of the Orthodox population
in Italy. They lived under pressure that
was certainly very difficult, especially in
post- war Romania, but did not experience
5

the relentless and systematic persecution that prevailed in Russia,
Ukraine , Belarus and Albania.
For this reason, the presence
of the Romanian Orthodox Church
is the most visible; the number of
communities is approaching 200
and they are very well organized.
In big cities like Rome, Turin and
Milan, there are two or even three
Romanian communities. In Brescia,
another Romanian community is
currently preparing to build its own
church. Because Romania is part
of the European Community, its
citizens do not experience problems
with visas and residence permits.
In addition, there are dozens of
Moldovan parishes who use the
same language, but the Patriarchates
are different: one is from Bucharest,
the other from Moscow, and their
communities do not commingle.
About forty parishes belong to the
Moscow Patriarchate (Russian and
Italian speaking) and another thirty
belong to the Greek Metropolitan
(Constantinople). These communities are most often frequented
by nationals of Eastern Europe as
opposed to Greek born Orthodox.
Regarding the Russian
Exarchate, it has six parish communities: in Florence, Sanremo,
Rome, Brescia, Vigevano and
Busto Arsizio. All these parishes,
with the exception of the first two,
are of recent creation. They were
established only a few years ago.
(Brescia, our community, is one of
the oldest at 14 years). Not a single
member of our community was
born in Italy, nor have any parishioners lived on Italian soil for more
than 15 years. With few exceptions
(Rome, Florence, Sanremo, Bari),
almost all Orthodox communities
in Italy enjoy the hospitality of the
Catholic Church; they celebrate in
buildings that were given to them for
a (usually) indeterminate amount
of time.
Given the economic and
political crises that are sure to occur
in the former Soviet empire, we can
predict that the development of
Orthodoxy in Italy will continue.

For now, Italy has become perhaps
the most «Orthodox» of Western
European countries: according to
my estimation, it already has1.5
million immigrants of Orthodox
origin, of which nearly one million are Romanian. At least six
canonical Patriarchates are present today on Italian territory
(from Constantinople, under the
jurisdiction of the Metropolitan
Gennadius Venice and Archbishop
Job of Paris, from Moscow, Bucharest,
Belgrade, Sofia, and the Metropolis
of Warsaw). There are also a few
non-canonical churches that are
mostly Italian-speaking.
However, our shortcomings remain the same. All these
communities are locked in their
national and linguistic ghettos; they
have almost no contact with one
another; culturally, they are practically nonexistent; they are cut off
from communication, they are still
considered by local populations
as representatives of an interesting, but not very exotic Eastern
religion. It is necessary, in my opinion, to take a small step towards
“italianizing» Orthodoxy in Italy,
to take its European context into
consideration while maintaining
the atmosphere for all those who
originally came for a taste of their
homeland. In this perspective, our
Exarchate, which relies on Russian
tradition- extremely rich, noble,
spiritual, universal and at the same
time free from the control of the
State, with its benevolent but heavy
hand, could offer real hope for the
future.
Vladimir Zelinsky,
rector at the parish community of “Our
Lady, the Joy of all Who Sorrow” in
Brescia
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French book of father Vladimir Zelinsky :
— Afin que le monde croie, Nouvelle Cité, 1995.
— À la découverte de la Parole, Parole et silence, 2004.
— Histoire de l’Église Russe en collaboration avec Dimitri
Pospielovsky, Jean-Claude Roberti et Nikita Struve,
Nouvelle Cité, 1995.
— Révèle-moi ta face, Parole et Silence, 2006.
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FLORENCE :

110

YEARS OF
LITURGICAL AND
CULTURAL LIFE

L

ast March, we had
the great joy to welcome His Eminence
Archbishop Job of
Telmessos for his
first pastoral visit in Florence.
It gave our congregation the
opportunity not only to meet their new diocesan
bishop, but also to present His Eminence Archbishop
Job the different aspects of our parish life.
The church of the Nativity of Christ and Saint Nicholas
Thaumaturgus, built some 110 years ago, is to many
Florentines a major architectural monument in this
city considered as the cradle of the Renaissance. To
its parishioners though, it represents the rallying
point of a great family manifesting its faith with
one voice.
Declared a UNESCO World heritage site symbolising
the peace between peoples, the church is confronted
with the difficulties usual to all parishes of this calibre,
that is, its maintenance. Many restoration works,
often supported by generous donors, have been
realised the last 30 years, and remain one of the
main preoccupation of the parish council.
The council is also concerned about the development
of the parish life, which counts some 150 parishioners
(mainly Russians, Ukrainians and Moldavians, but
also Italians), actively contributing to its organisation,
each according to their means and time.
Besides the celebration of the services according to
the annual liturgical calender, its rector, Archpriest
Georges Blatinsky, who will be celebrating this year
his 20 years of priesthood, among which 18 years in
Florence, takes several times a year his flock to the
Holy Land, to Russia or to several major pilgrimage
cities, as Bari, Loreto, Amalfi...
The parish also welcomes many visitors each year,
pilgrims, school groups or passers-by curious to
see what’s concealed behind the church’s beautiful
polychrome cupolas. It also attracts many couples
from abroad who wish to marry in Tuscany, in this
idyllic setting.
The interest this building has always been appealing
gave us the idea to exhibit its treasures. Therefore, a
museum area gathering a host of items and documents witnessing the parish history was officially
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Fr. Serge Mainoldi,
Rector of the Russian churchs
in San Remoo
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chef de chœur de la paroisse de Biarritz

E t u d e d e s t o n s s l a v e s
T h è m e d u s t a g e :
G r a n d e s f ê t e s l i t u r g i q u e s

June 26th, 2014:

The Night Vigil for victims of
torture throughout the world

The life of a parish, it’s also the role of
the youth. Only a decade ago, children
were only a few. Today, the community
counts several dozens of families, with
many children. A Sunday school was
organized thanks to voluntary parents.
Besides, the ‘Vitiaz’, who have been
welcoming children of our parish in
their summer camp in Laffrey (France)
since several years, are now setting
up their own «otriad» in Florence, a
dynamic structured group of children
whose goal is to enable them to fully
experience their orthodox faith in a
society tending to reduce the role
of the Church.
Finally, the parish also holds a prominent place in the religious landscape of the city. It is maintaining
fraternal contacts with the other
orthodox communities, and also
with representatives of the Catholic
Church. Indeed, the interreligious dialogue is a very important notion in
Florence, emphasizing the role of the
city from a historical point of view,
in its effort to bring the Eastern and
Western Churches closer during the
ecumenical Council of 1442.
Lector Nikita Geliabine (Florence)

http://www.chiesarussafirenze.org

ACATs across continents join into
the celebration of the International
Day in Support of Victims of Torture
(June 26th). Christians of all confessions are invited to “keep vigils” and
to remember in their prayers all those
SKITE SAINTE FOY
who are tortured wherever in the
world. This will create a long chain
of prayer all through the world: it is
a unique event, an act both personal
and collective, in which many Orthodox participate.
The theme proposed by ACAT on the 9th Night Vigil is: “Blessed
are those who thirst for justice”. Prayers and meditations will be
supported by the text of the Beatitudes in Matthew 5, 1-12, and particularly by the verse 10: “Blessed are those who are persecuted for
ULJKWHRXVQHVVÖVDNHWKH\ZLOOEHßOOHGÙ7KH1LJKW9LJLOLVDV\PEROLF
initiative to blow hope around: hope for a world where torture will
be totally abolished.
All Christians are invited to join into the expression of their thirst for
righteousness during the night between 26 and 27 June, particularly
from 8 P.M. to 8 A.M. Common prayers will be organized in many
cities, but you can also pray on your own at home, using biblical
WH[WVFKDQWVDQGSUD\HUVWKDW\RXZLOOßQGRQWKHVLWHKWWSZZZ
QXLWGHVYHLOOHXUVIU:HOFRPH7KHVLWHLVDFWLYHVLQFH0D\,WZLOO
help you organize a vigil based on the proposed texts. You will also
EHDEOHWRßQGDSODFHZKHUHDYLJLOLVRUJDQL]HGRUWRVXJJHVWRQH
DU LUNDI

21 AU SAMEDI 26 JUILLET 2014

48160 Saint-Julien-des-Points

Tél : 04 66 45 42 93
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opened this year by His Eminence
Archbishop Job during his visit, in
the presence of numerous guests
and friends among which sponsors,
city representatives and supporting
associations.

ORDINATIONS

Archbishop Job was ordained:
Z subdeacon  the lector 6HUD¿P'UHJZDOG  10th
december 2013 for the parish of l’icône du Signe de la
Mère de Dieu in Paris (F)
was tonsured  :
Z OHFWRU the servant of God  Ioann  (François)  Bouin  
6th april 2014 for the parish of Saint-Nicolas à Lille
(F).
Z OHFWRU the servant of God,JRU6WDURVHOWVHY12th april
2014 for the parish of the Holy Trinity in Chalettesur-Loing (F).
Z OHFWRU the servant of God1LNLWD6RURNLQH13 april
2014 in the Cathedral Saint-Alexandre-Nevsky in Paris.
The servant of God Edith Coste was tonsured rassophore
under the name Dorothy April 11, 2014 at skite Notre-Damede-Kazan à Moisenay (F).
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